
                              CLASS-6 - HISTORY AND CIVICS 

 

Ch7-Mahavira and Buddha-Great Preachers  

    

Q. Tick the correct answer.  

  

1-Which of the following is the doctrine of the Buddhism?  

  

Ans. d) Eight-fold path    

  

2-Which ruler was responsible for the spread of Jainism in 

Karnataka?  

Ans. b) Chandragupta Maurya  

  

3-When did Buddha die?  

  

Ans. d) 483 BCE  

  

4-Buddha preached his first Sermon at  

  

Ans. (b) Bodh Gaya    



  

5-Which one of the following is a sect of Jainism?  

  
Ans. d) Digambara  

  

Q. Fill in the blanks  

  

1-The 6th Century BCE saw the rise of two new religions in India.  

  

2-Jainism was founded by Mahavira.   

  

3-The Jains believe Mahavira was the 24th and last Tirthankara.  

  

4-At the age of 42, Mahavira conquered both misery and happiness and 

became Jina.  

  

5.Buddhism was founded by Gautam Buddha.  

  

6-The tree under which Buddha attained Enlightenment is called 

Mahabodhivriksh.  

Q. State True or false  



1-By the 6th century BCE the Vedic religion had become too 

complicated and common people could not understand it - True  

  

2-Mahavira was born at Pavapuri near Rajgir in Bihar. False   

  

3-The attainment to of 'Moksha' should be the main goal of life 

according to Mahavira - True  

  

4-Jainism's strict insistence on non-violence and penance made it 

popular in India - False  

  

5. Buddha's teachings are included in the Four Noble Truths and the  
Eight-Fold Path - True  

  

6.Jatakas are stories about Buddha's previous births - True  

  

7. 'Mahayana' Buddhism started worshipping Buddha as a god – True  

Q. Answer the following  

[1]Why did new religious rise in India in the 6th century BCE?  

  

[A1]The sixth century BCE saw the rise of two new religions - 
Buddhism and Jainism because:-  



•By the 6th century BCE the Vedic religion had become very 
complex.  

•There was a great deal of emphasis on rituals, yajnas, and 
sacrifice.  

•The rituals become too costly for the common man.  

•Animal sacrifices affected the economy because it was based 
upon agriculture and animal husbandry.•The language used for 
all rituals was Sanskrit and the common man could not 
understand it.  

•The caste system had become very rigid.  

  

[2]What are the five vows a Jain householder had to take?  

  

[A2]The five rows a Jain householder had to take are-  

•Ahimsa - non-violence  

•Satya - Truth  

•Achaurya or Asteya - Non - stealing  

•Brahmacharya - Celibacy  

•Aparigraha - Non - possession  

  

[3]Why did Buddha renounce the world?  



  

[A3]One day Siddhartha saw four sights - of an old man, a sick 
man and a dead body being carried by mourners. This disturbed 
and distressed him. Then. he saw an ascetic who was serene 
and calm. No sorrow or worldly miseries affected him. These 
are the Four Great Sights that changed his life and he 
renounced the world.  

  

[4]Explain the main difference between Jainism and Buddhism.  

  

[A4]•Compared to Jainism, Buddhism was moderate in its 
stress on the doctrine of non-violence.  

•Buddhism emphasised on following the middle path whereas 
Jainism laid stress on extreme austerity.  

•While the Buddha was silent about the existence of God, 
Mahavira denied his existence.  

•While Jainism laid much stress on hard penance, Buddhism 
was moderate in all aspects.  

  

[5]Why did Buddhism spread so rapidly?  

  
[A5]Royal Patronage:  



In the third century BC, Emperor Ashoka became a great patron 
of Buddhism. He propogated it in India and sent missionaries to 
Sri Lanka.His children, son Mahendra and daughter Sanghmitra, 
went to far off countries to spread Buddhism. Kanishka spread 
Buddhism to China, Korea and Japan.  

  

Simplicity:  

The teachings of Buddhism were very simple and it was taught 
in the language of the people.  

  

The Principle of Equality:  

Its opposition to the caste system made it popular particularly, 
among the castes that were considered low and held in 
contempt by the higher castes.  

  

[6]What were the reasons for the decline of Buddismand 
Jainism?  

  

[A6]Decline of Buddhism:-  

  
•Initially Buddhism was inspired by the spirit of reform but 
finally it succumbed to the rituals and ceremonies it originally 
denounced.  



•Buddhist monks were gradually cut off from the mainstream 
of the people's life.They gave up Pali, the language of people 
and took to Sanskrit, the language of intelletuals.  

•Buddhist monasteries became centres of corrupt practices 
which Buddha had strictly prohibited.  

  

Decline of Jainism:-  

  

•Undue emphasis on non-violence in Jainism checked its spread 
among the farming community astheirprofession necessarily 
involved killing insects and pests.   

  

•Strict Jaina limitation of private property was interpreted as a 
ban on possession of landed property.  

  

•Lack of royal patronage was another reason for decline of 
Jainism.  

  
[7]Name the religious texts of Buddhism and Jainism  

   

[A7]Buddhism-His teachings were later collected in the  



Tri-Pitakas, or the three baskets. These are: Vinay Pitaka, Sutta 
Pitaka and Abhidhamma Pitaka. The stories of Buddha's birth 
and his previous life are contained in the Jatakas.  

Jainism-Their teachings were written in Ardh-Magadhi,a form of 
Prakrit and are called Purvas and Angas.  

  

[8]Why is Buddhism called the middle path?  

  

[A8]•Compared to Jainism, Buddhism was moderate in its 
stress on the doctrine of non-violence.  

•Buddhism emphasised on following the middle path whereas 
Jainism laid stress on extreme austerity.  

•While Buddha was silent about the existence of God,Mahavira 
denied his existence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8-Rise of Kingdoms and Republics 

I. Tick the correct answer. 

 

Chandragupta Maurya succeeded which dynasty  

 

(a)Magadha dynasty (b) Mauryan dynasty (b)Nanda dynasty
 (d) Kuru dynasty 

Ans-Nanda dynasty  

 

Ujjain was an important city of 

 



(a)Magadha (b) Kosala (d) Avanti (d) Vatsa 

Ans-Avanti 

 

Who was the son of Bimbisara? 

 

 (a)Dhanananda (b) Chandragupta Maurya 

 

 (c) Ajatashatru (d) Porus 

Ans-Ajatashatru 

4-Which of the following Mahajanapadas included the birth-
place of the Buddha? 

 

(a) Kosala (b) Avanti (c)Vatsa (d)Magadha 

Ans-Kosala 

 

5. When did Alexander invade India? 

 

 (a) 461 BCE (b) 326 BCE (c) 321 BCE (d) 542 BCE 

Ans-326 BCE 

 



Fill in theblanks. 

 

1-More powerful territories in the 6th century were referred to 
as -Mahajanapadas. 

 

2-In -Monarchy- kingship was hereditary. 

 

3--Magadha- emerged as the most powerful kingdom in North 
India in the sixth century BCE. 

 

4--Alexander- invaded India in 326 BCE. 

 

5-A new school of art called-Gandhara- developed, as a result of 
Alexander's invasion of India. 

 

Match the following: 

 

                A                                          B 

1-Bimbisara                           (a)Hereditary rule 

2-Ajatashatru                        (b)6th century BCE 

3-Monarchy                           (c)First prominent king of Magadha 



4-Rise of Mahajanapadas    (d)Killed his father and became king 

ANS-1-C,2-D,3-B,4-A 

Answer the following: 

 

[1]What were the main advantages that helped Magadha to 
emerge as the most powerful kingdom? 

 

[A1]•The presence of natural resources helped Magadha's rise 
to power in the 6th century BCE. 

 

•Rich deposits of iron ore contributed to the making of 
effective iron weapons and agricultural tools. 

 

•The Magadhan rulers had well-organised, efficient and 
powerful armies, which consisted of elephants, horses and 
chariots. 

 

•Strong rulers constantly extended the size of the empire.Some 
of these rulers were Bimbisara,Ajatashatru and Mahapadma 
Nanda. 

 

[2]What policy did Bimbisara follow to extend his territories? 



 

[A2]Bimbisara tried to make Magadha the most powerful 
kingdom of his time. He extended his territories through 
conquests and marriages. 

 

[3]What is meant by the term Janapada? 

 

[A3]•By 600 BCE almost the whole of Ganga plain was cleared 
of forests and people started to settle down in territories called 
Janapadas. 

 

•The meaning of word 'Janapada' is the place where people put 
their 'pad' or feet. The Janapada consisted of many villages and 
towns. 

 

[4]Name the three most important Mahajanapadas. 

 

[A4]The three most important Mahajanapadas are 
Magadha,Kosala and Avanti. 

 

[5]Name the king who conquered Anga. 

 



[A5]King Bimbisara conquered Anga 

 

[6]Name the Magadhan king who killed his father. 

 

[A6]Ajatashatru killed his father Bimbisara in 493 BC and 
became the ruler of Magadha. 

[7]Name a few towns that grew up in early days. 

 

[A7]Both Ujjain and Mahishmati were important cities. 

 

[8]Name the territories conquered by Bimbisara and 
Ajatashatru. 

 

[A8]Bimbisara conquered Anga and Ajatashatru conquered 
Kosala,Vaishali and Kashi. 

 

 

 

Ch – 9 The Mauryan Empire 

 

Answer the following  



Q. Who helped Chandragupta against Nandas and why? 

 

Ans. A Brahmin minister, called Chanakya, was insulted and 

humiliated by the Nanda king Dhanananda. Chanakya,better 

known as Kautilya, trained Chandragupta, a young man of the 

Maurya family, in statecraft and warfare to avenge his 

humiliation. 

 

Q. Describe Chandragupta as a conqueror. What was the extent 
of his empire? 

 

Ans. Chandragupta defeated the last Nanda king in 321 BCE and 

established his rule on Magadha. In 305 BCE he defeated king 

Selucus and ended Greek rule in Punjab. Selucus signed a treaty 

and gave away Herat, Kabul, and Kandahar to 

Chandragupta.Chandragupta  brought other parts of northern 

India under his control and established India’s first powerful 

empire. 

 

Q. Name the two literary sources of the Mauryan period. What 
do they tell us about the administration of the Mauryas? 

 

Ans. Two books Indika by Megasthenes and Arthashastra by 

Kautilya are the main sources of information on the Mauryas. 

'Indika' gives us an account of political and socio-economic 



conditions of the period and 'Arthashastra' throws light on the 

Mauryan administration. It also gives a guideline to kings as to 

how they should administer their territories. 

 

Q. How did the battle of Kalinga affect the life of Ashoka? 

 

Ans. Kalinga at that time was an independent kingdom. Ashoka 

invaded Kalinga in 261 BCE. The Mauryan army ultimately 

defeated the Kailnga army. 

The death and destruction which followed the Kalinga war made 

Ashoka sad and unhappy. It became a turning point in his life. 

He decided he would not fight any more wars. Instead, he would 

try and persuade people to live in peace. 

 

Q. Write a short note on Mauryan administration. 

 

Ans. Arthashastra and Indika were the chief source of 

information. 

•The Mauryan empire was divided into provinces, provinces into 

districts and districts into villages 

•It had efficient spy system 

•The Mauryans maintained a huge army 

•The land revenue was the main source of income. 



 Trade both internal and foreign, prospered. 

 

Fill In the blanks 

1. Chandragupta defeated the last nanda king named 
Dhanananda. 

2. Chandragupta was helped by a Brahmin Chanakya in his 
conquests and administration. 

3. The greek ambassador in Chandragupta’s court was named 
Megasthenes. 

4. Ashoka’s father was Bindusara who ruled for 24 years. 

5. Ashoka is famous for his policy of Dhammavijay or 
Dhammaghosha . 

6. The battle of Kalinga canged Ashoka’s Life. 

7. The last Mauryan king was killed by Pushyamitra Sunga.   

 

Tick the correct answer 

 

1. Ashoka invaded Kalinga in 

 

Ans. a) 261 BCE 

 



2. The first historical empire in India was established by 

Ans. c) Chandragupta  

 

3. The Greek General whom Chandragupta defeated was 

Ans. b)Seleucus 

 

4. Ashoka appointed special officers to propagate the principles 

of Dhamma, They were called : 

Ans. c) Dhamma Mahamatras  

 

5-The edicts of Ashoka were written in 

Ans. c) Prakrit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ch – 10   The Gupta Empire 

Q. Fill In the blanks 

1. The Gupta Age is known as the Golden Age of Indian 

History. 

2. Chandragupta II assumed the title of Sakari. 

3. Samudragupta did not gain permanent possession of Southern 

kingdoms ; he took only tributes from them. 

4. The two great grammarians of this period were Panini and 

Patanjali. 

5. The greatest poet of Vikramaditya’s court was Kalidasa. 

6. The masterpiece of art during the Gupta period is the image of 

Seated Buddha in a yogic pose. 

7. The centres of high learning during the Gupta period were 

Nalanda, Taxila, Ujjain and Ajanta.  



8. Varahmihira wrote Brihat Samhita, an encyclopedia on 

astronomy.  

9. The finest example of metallurgy of this period is the Iron 

Pillar at Mehrauli in Delhi. 

10.  Samudragupta was known as Indian Napoleon. 

Q. State True or False 

1. Chandragupta Vikramaditya was the founder of the Gupta 

dynasty - False  

2. Chandragupta I ruled from CE 375 to CE 415 – False 

3. Samudragupta was known as Indian Napoleon – True 

4. Fa-Hien, A Chinese traveler visited India during 

Samudragupta’s reign – False 

5. Skandagupta was the last great Gupta ruler – True 

Q. Tick the correct answer 

1. Who succeded Chandragupta II? 

Ans. c) Kumargupta 

2. Which of the following is a Sanskrit Dictionary? 

Ans. d) Asthadhyayi 

3. Who founded Gupta Dynasty? 

Ans. a) Sri Gupta 

4. The great physician of the Gupta period was 

Ans. d) Dhanwantri 



5. Which caste lived outside the village? 

Ans. b) Chandalas  

Q. Answer the Following  

Q1. Who was the first prominent king of Gupta empire? 

Ans. The first independent and important ruler of the Gupta 

empire was Chandragupta I. 

Q2. Describe the military achievements of Samudragupta. 

Which source tells us about him? 

Ans. Samudragupta was a great conquerer and he won a series 

of wars in north and south India. He defeated as many as 9 rulers 
in Northern India and 12 rulers in eastern Deccan and Southern 
India.  

His court poet Harisena has elogised his achievements in the 
Allahabad Pillar inscription. 

Q3. Why is Chandragupta II considered the greatest ruler of the 

Gupta dynasty? 

Ans. Chandragupta II was a great conquerer. He assumed the 
title Sakari, the conqueror of the Shakas. His vast empire 
extended from river Brahmaputra in the east to the Arabian Sea in 
the west. His empire touched Himalayas in the north and river 
Narmada in the south. He was a great patron of art and literature. 

Q4. What were the religious beliefs of the people during the 

Gupta period ? 

Ans. Hinduism became the most powerful religion during this 
time. The Gupta rulers gave donations for building the temples. 
The two gods who commanded the worship of the majority were 
Vishnu and Shiva.  



Q5. Describe the great progress made in art and architecture 

during the Gupta period. 

Ans. Art and architecture gained great heights during this period. 
Many temples were built. The temples at Deogarh, Sanchi and 
Bhitargaon are very famous. The temples were very simple. The 
temples were very simple with only one room where the idols 
were kept. This place was known as Garbhagriha. They were 
constructed  with bricks and stones. The 29 cave temples at 
Ajanta in Maharashtra and Bagh in Madhya Pradesh were also 
built during this period.  

Q6. With examples, prove that Sanskrit literature reached its peak 
during the Gupta period. 

Ans. The Gupta period is called the Golden Age of Sanskrit 
literarture. Ashtadhyayi, the greatest work on Sanskrit grammer, 
was written by Panini during this period. 

Q7. Describe the progress made in the field of science during 

this period. 

Ans. Scientists, mathematicioans, astronomers and physicians 
flourished in the court of the Gupta rulers. Two well-known 
mathematicians and astronomers of this period were Aryabhata 
and Varahmihira. Aryabhata said that the earth moves round the 
sun and at the same time it moves on its own axis. Indian 
mathematicians knew the use of zero. They also used the 
decimal system. 

Q8. Write a short note on Gupta administration. 

Ans. The Gupta empire was divided into provinces, districts and 
villages. The Gupta king was assisted by the 
`Mahadandanayaka’, a high official, to maintain law and order in 

the empire. They had a strong army. 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civics-2-Urban Local Self-Government 

 

|-Answer the following. 



1-Differentiate between a municipal corporation and a 

municipality. 

[A1]  

Municipal Corporation Municipality  

• Meant for big cities 
having large populations 

• Meant for small cities 
and towns 

• Have more power • Have less power 
 

• Have more resources at 
their disposal. 

• Deal with the state 
government directly. 

• Have less resources 
 

     •Work through                     

the district administration  

 

[2]How are the two types of urban local bodies constituted? 

[A2] Municipalities 

• The cities with a population of up to 3 lakhs are managed 

by municipalities or municipal committees 

• The people of the city elect the members of a municipality 

• The number of members depends upon the size of the city 

• The city is divided into a number of wards 

• Seats are reserved for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes, Other Backward Classes and women 



• Some other experienced members in the field of science, 

art, education and medicine are nominated by the elected 

representatives. They are called the alderman. 

• The members(councilors) elect a chairperson and vice 

chairperson. In his absence(chairperson’s absence), the 

vice chairperson performs the functions of chairperson. 

Municipal Corporations 

• The members (councillors) of a municipal corporation 

are elected in the same way as the members of a 

municipality 

• These councillors elect some other members, the 

alderman, who are respected citizens known for their 

experience 

• The members elect a mayor and deputy mayor 

• The mayor and deputy mayor are elected for a term of 1 

to 5 years. 

[3]List five main compulsory functions performed by a 

municipality or a municipal corporation. 

[A3]  

• Keeping the city clean is the primary duty of a 

municipality. The municipality has to make arrangements 

for the removal of the garbage and waste. Drains are 

needed to flush out dirty water from the cities and towns. 



• The municipalities not only keep the city clean but make 

arrangements for vaccination against smallpox and 

inoculation against diseases like cholera, plague and 

tuberculosis. 

• The municipalities make arrangements for checking food 

adulteration. 

• A municipality opens hospitals, dispensaries and other 

medical centres in different localities. 

• It keeps a record of all the births and deaths in the city 

[4]How do the municipalities get funds? 

Ans. Local bodies get funds from octroi duty, house tax, water 

tax, profession tax, entertainment tax and rent from the 

municipal property. State government also gives grants to the 

municipalities 

||-Fill in the blanks. 

1. Big cities have municipal corporations as local self 

government. 

2. The head of a corporation is called mayor. 

3. The municipality arranges for checking food adulteration. 

4. Towns having ten to twenty thousand people have small 

bodies known as municipalities. 



5. Tax on goods and animals brought into or taken out of the 

town is known as Octroi Duty.   

|||-Tick the correct answer. 

 

1-What is the minimum age required to contest an election to 

Municipality? 

 

Ans. d) 25 

 

2-Which Constitutional Amendment Act defines a metropolitan 

area?  

 

 Ans. b) 74th Amendment Act,1992 

 

3-Which of the following is not a source of income of Municipal 

Corporation? 

 

Ans. d) Cattle Tax 

 



4-Metropolitan city is a city with a population of more than  

 

Ans. b) 10 Lakhs 

 

5-The head of the Municipal Corporation is 

 

Ans. a) Mayor  

 

IV-State True or False. 

1. Municipal corporations have more powers than the 

municipalities - True 

2-A person who has attained the age of 25 can vote in a 

municipal corporation - True 

3-The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor are elected for one year - 

False 

4-Record of births and deaths in a city are kept by the state 

government - False 

5-The municipalities receive grants from the state government - 

True 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


